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Rabbitohs hit the market with a $2m
shopping list

By Andrew Webster
May 1, 2005

The Sun-Herald =8 s A
The cashed-up Rabbitohs have drawn up a hit-list of some the game's
biggest names in a bid to make the club more competitive next year.

The Sun-Herald has learned of South Sydney's spending plans for next
season, with Penrith five-eighth Preston Campbell, Bulldogs playmaker
Braith Anasta, Dragons prop Luke Bailey and Melbourne halfback Matt
Orford heading an impressive shopping list.

It is also understood the club is interested in signing in-form Storm centre
Matt King.

But one big-name off-contract player in whom the club is believed to have
no interest is injured Bulldogs back-rower Willie Mason.

While Souths chief executive Shane Richardson refused to speculate
about the signatures he would be chasing after the June 30 anti-tampering
deadline, he rejected claims that he won't be able to attract marquee
players because of the side's sluggish start to the season.

"l had the same problem at Cronulla and the same problem at Penrith and
the same problem at Hull," Richardson said.

"It's the chicken

or the egg. I've

never been at a

club where it's easy to attract players.

"Remember, it was only 18 months ago that people were saying that if you
went to North Queensland you wouldn't be able to make representative
teams or get on TV. Now the Cowboys are on TV every week and their
players are making those sides.

"It was the same at Penrith when we had no internationals - now they've
got six or seven. It doesn't take too long to turn it around.”

It is no secret that Souths are cashed up, with $2 million to spend on big-
name signings. In another sign that they will be aggressive in the market,
Souths have announced they have signed Cowboys recruitment officer
David Roberts.

"We'll be extremely active on the 30th of June," Richardson said. "We've
got a lot of money to spend and we're in the marketplace to buy marquee
players. What we're not going to do is go out there and buy second-rate
players."

Shoring up the halves appears to be Souths' No.1 priority.

Campbell has been strongly tipped to sign with the Gold Coast - should
they be granted the licence to become the NRL's 16th franchise - but he
also has an affiliation with Richardson from his days at Penrith.

The Bulldogs are keen to re-sign Anasta before June 30. But he may hold
out to speak to his junior club because of an association through his uncle
and Souths patriarch George Piggins.

Mason is not wanted, though, as there is a belief at the club that he is too
high maintenance and not worth the trouble.

Souths are hopeful of retaining lock Ashley Harrison, whose manager
Chris Orr told the club last week his client could go on to the open market
after June 30 if the Rabbitohs did not sign some "blue-chip" players soon.

"Ashley Harrison is not unhappy with the offer we made him," Richardson
said. "I'm confident that he'll stick with us and have faith in what we're
doing.

"We're trying to build a club that's based on character. And build it for the
lona term as well as the short term.
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"The decisions we make this year are going to have an effect on us for the
next three years. We're still paying for the decisions that were made three
years ago. That's why it's important that we don't rush in."
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