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Russell Crowe hired Bill Clinton's PI to stalk takeover foes
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ACTOR Russell Crowe and businessman Peter Holmes a Court used a top US private investigation firm to do
surveillance work on people opposed to their planned takeover of the South Sydney Football Club, a court
heard yesterday.

Investigators followed people thought to be making threatening calls to Mr Holmes a Court and Crowe, took
covert photographs and tracked phone calls.

Crowe first hired San Francisco-based husband-and-wife team Palladino & Sutherland, after receiving a death
threat in the lead-up to the vote for South Sydney's future, Mr Holmes a Court told the NSW Supreme Court
yesterday.

Jack Palladino is famous for working for former US president Bill Clinton in the early 1990s. Mr Clinton hired him to
investigate a number of women who had come forward with claims of relationships with Mr Clinton in the lead-up
to the presidential election.

Mr Holmes a Court said yesterday that Crowe had engaged the investigators but that he had also given
instructions to Sandra Sutherland and the firm had used its "Australian associates” to conduct surveillance. Mr
Holmes a Court was recalled to the witness box yesterday in the NSW Supreme Court in a defamation case
brought against him by Tony Papaconstuntinos, known as Tony Papa.

Mr Papa claims to have been defamed in a March 2006 letter written by Mr Holmes a Court to Mr Papa's boss,
Andrew Ferguson, the NSW secretary of the Construction Forestry Mining and Energy Union. Mr Holmes a Court
denies the allegations.

Mr Papa opposed the takeover bid by Mr Holmes a Court and Crowe, who were ultimately successful in their bid
for the Rabbitohs club after a long and bitter fight.

Yesterday, Mr Holmes a Court was questioned about the surveillance work.

"Did you or did you not give instructions to (Sandra) Sutherland to conduct surveillance on members of the "no"
campaign?” asked barrister Rod Weaver.

"Yes," Mr Holmes a Court replied.

The "no" campaign was the group of people opposed to Crowe and Mr Holmes a Court's proposal. An allegation
that the contents of the garbage bin of one Souths member were emptied on Mr Holmes a Court's desk was also
put to the businessman but the question was rejected by judge Lucy McCallum and Mr Holmes a Court was not
required to respond to it.

Mr Holmes a Court said he never gave instructions for Mr Papa to be investigated and did not consider him a
suspect in a nasty letter-writing campaign or in the death threat against Crowe.

Mr Holmes a Court said he conducted his campaign fairly and said his modus operandi was to "never play the man,
always play the ball".

The letter was sent to Mr Ferguson because he had heard Mr Papa was spreading misleading information to
members, Mr Holmes a Court said.

The hearing continues.
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Dow's best two-week run in nine
years

UPDATE: Anjali Cordeiro THE Dow held
above the 9000 mark, but stocks finished
mixed as shares of Microsoft and Amazon
were beaten down on earnings news.

* Kevin Rudd sees tough, bumpy recovery
> Obama may revise regulation plans

ALSO IN THE AUSTRALIAN

THE WORLD
Pre-poll violence puts Afghans on
edge
Spiralling Taliban attacks and record
Western military deaths have put
Afghanistan on edge less than four weeks
before key elections.

* NATO soldier killed in firefight
* Trenches veteran Harry Patch dies, 111

AUSTRALIAN IT
Quigley named NBN CEO
Fran Foo FORMER Alcatel-Lucent chief
operating officer Mike Quigley has been
named executive chairman and CEO of
the National Broadband Network c...

* Westpac moves data jobs to India
* Trujillo 'world class' in making enemie

THE NATION

Probe after immigration cheating
claim

9:19am Allegations of cheating by
students in immigration exams has seen
the launch of a corruption investigation.

= Killed soldier's body returns home
> Most of NSW in drought despite rains

MEDIA
Movie mover found plot
ENTREPRENEUR: Morris Kaplan GETTING
motion picture ideas to the screen is
evolving.

* Win for journalism over Bond tapes
> Nations battle for Star Wars TV series

OPINION
Bombs won't destabilise Indonesia
Greg Sheridan, Foreign editor NEITHER
Indonesia’s economic growth nor its
political stability is likely to be knocked
off course by the terrorist bombings in
Jakarta

* Phillip Adams: Scribbles on the drafts of
history
> Ruth Ostrow: Let the child play

HIGHER EDUCATION
Visa crackdown will hit numbers
Bernard Lane THE education industry has
to find a new way to prosper now the
government has made it harder for
migrants to study towards residency.

* Alternative to rural mergers proposed
> Smart windfall to recruit the best

LIFESTYLE
Chef opens kitchen to novices
FOOD Detective has always dreamed of
being able to cook like Christine Manfield.

* Almost France
> Altered states
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